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A PETITION TO THE KING. 


From Inhabitants of the Tun and Nei ung 
| hood of Sheffield, in the County * 2 wk. 


For THE TOTAL AND. UNQUALIFIED. "5M 
4BOLITION OF SLAVERY. | * 1 


9 


'TO THE KING. 


„ | 8 | _ = 
USTICE is eternal. W by time 1 
perſon, circumſtance, or place, it ought to 
form the baſis of all legitimate Government, and 1 
the motive of all human intercourſe. | i ” 5 
As intellectual Beings, we conceive it to be 4 1 


; -; 
eres obligation, impoſed. by the 2 i 13 _ » 


_— 


9 


Being to think for ourſelves. In conformity to 
which principle, we are, naturally led to defire 
the extenſion of knowledge throughout the 
world. As we ourſelves feel, we are naturally 
led to ſympathize with thoſe who feel alſo. 
Wiſhing to be rid of the weight of oppreſſion 
under which ve groan, we are induced to com- 
paſſionate thoſe who groan alſo, and to defire . 
an alleviation of their ſuffermgs. _ 

On our ow#z account we have repeatedly pe- 
titioned the lower houſe of Parliament but pe- 
tioned in vain. We are weary of the practice. 
We are diſguſted to hear the hallowed name of 
läberty made the ſport of corrupt Placemen ; 
and we are ſhocked to ſee, that in the practice 
of legillation, Humanity is but a name. We 
are now petitioning not for ourſelves, but for o- 
thers; for thoſe, whole ſorrows karrow up the 
feeling ſoul, and terrify the Chriſtian heart, for 
thoſe who — the victims of avarice, crueliy, ra- 
pine, immorality, and luxury. We have the 
ſanction of one of your Majeſty's ſon's, in de 
claring that the Negro-Slaves, in the Welt Indies 
are full as happy as the lower claſſes of people 
are in England. We employ fo great an au- 
thority ia juſtification of our petition z and con- 
ſidering, that we who ſupplicate your Majeſty 
are generally men of that deſcription, we are 
bound to conclude, that it our African brethren 
be no happier than we are, they muſt be wretch- 
ed indeed. For we groan, Sire, under great 
and 8 ievous burdens, and we ſee no proſped of 


* 
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redreſs before our eyes, nor have we a hope 
that our miſeries will ſhortly end. Our wives 
and little ones are ſtarving, and ourſelves una - 
ble to provide them with the common neceſſaries 
of life, are ſunk in ſorrow, and eompelled to join 
in their bitter agony and deep deſpair, But the 
contemplation of our diſtreſſed ſtate becomes ad- 
ditionally alarming, in the certainty of having 
more burdens accumulated upon us, which may 
be productive of conſequences injurious to the 
cauſe of Humanity, and fatal even to the inter- 
eſt of government itſelf. Such, Sire, is our ſtate 
and ſuch, from the compariſon drawn by the 
Duke of Clarence, is the ſtate of our Negro 
| brethren in the Colonies. But, in addition to 
. the teſtimony of ſo high an authority, we have 
— 1 à volume of reſpectable evidence delivered into 
„the Houſe of Commons, which proves, beyond 
a ciontradiction, that our condition is by no means 


ſo deplorable as that of the wretched, Afri- 
.cans. They are ſlaves; under which odious 
epithet, Man is reduced to the condition of 
the brute, and is deprived of a country, and of | 
the tendereſt ties of human life. The rights of 
a ſocial being are denied to him, and every prin- 
ciple of moral obligation is deſtroyed. The li- 
berty, the perſon, and the induſtry of the ſlave 
are at the diſpoſal of the maſter. Far different 
is our ſtate ; and although from not being re- 
preſented in the Houſe of Commons, our pro- 
perty may be taken from us without our conſent 


although from the erection of Barracks chroughs 
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out our country, and from the unconſtitutional 
introduction of Foreign troops into it, from the 
encauragement given to a ſyſtem of ſtate inqui- 
ſition, and from the violent meaſures employed 
to wreſt the liberty of the preſs from the hands of 
the ſubject-we cannot call ourſelves free men 


in the itrict fenſe of the word: Vet our lives can- 


not be taken from us, but fer crimes previouſly 
defined and declared punithable by law ; nor can 
our perfons be wantonly ſported with, to gratt- 
fy the luſt, the avarice, or the cruelty of over- 


feers and flave drivers. So far we have undoubt- 


edly the advantage over the Negro-Slayes ; and 
we cannot help thinking, in juſtice to the Royal 
Perſonage who drew the reſemblance, that he 
mee nn more from our actual condition, than 


from what we were, and what we ought to be 


—a free, a happy, and contented People. 


Quitting, therefore, the compariſon which 


has been drawn between the Poor of this Coun- 


try and the Negro Slaves in the Colonies, we 
beſeech your Majeſty to take into your gracious 
conſideration our Petition in their behalf. We 
are happy to congratulate your Majeſty, that 


we not only cultivate reaſon ourſelves but we are 


daily exertingourſelves to diffuſe its influence uni- 


verſally. Our ſueceſs, Sire, has been wonderfull 
We glory in announcing to your Majeſty, that, by 
the uſeof that reaſon. we have diſcovered that So- 


ciety is made for Man's happineſs; that Liberty is 


the firſt and beſt gift of Gop to Man — which it 


would be impious not to aſſert, and ſacrilege to ſur · 


. 1 © hg 
render, In the names, thereſore, of Liberty, of fuc- 
\ tice and of Humanity, and for the ſake of thoſe, 
* whoſe cries of Mercy ! Mercy, Maſter !” are 
| ringing eternally in our ears, we petition, we 
implore your Majeſty, to put an end to that 
deviliſh Commerce in Human Fleſh ; which is a 
thouſand times more abominable in the eyes of 
Gov and of man, than the practice of ſelling Hu- 
T man Fleſh in Germany—becauſe accompanied 
_ © with acts more profoundly cruel, and more de- 
liberately inhuman. The voice of an immenſe 
majority of the whole nation has invocked tha 
- Humanity of the Houſe of Commons for the par- 
tial Abolition of injuſtice—but in vain. It was 
| told, that the ſlave trade was inhuman, impolitic 
„and unchriſtian. Eighty-eight only, out of 558, 
\ - votedagreably to the willot the nation for its A- 
bolition!!—Did the remaining 470 mean thereby 
1 to ſanction inhumanity and impolicy, and to op- 
4 poſe the Holy Chriſtian Religion, the funda- 
mentalmaximof which, s Do untoallmen as you 
| d they ſhould do inte qu. One melancholy 
fag however it has proved that the ſenſe of a 
majority of the People was not regarded in that 
| Houſe and that Jultice and Humanity are of ng 
| eonfideration, when puttin competition with a 
_ varice Wealth and Power. But what makes. ff 
| Humanity more than ſhudder, one of the mem oY 
[bers of that Houſe, who had his leg bit of by a 
| ſhark, and whoſe life was ſaved by a poor Ne. 
gro, declared that he ſhould vote againſt tbe 
© Abolition of the Slave 1 becaule che Ne „ 


— 
— 


1 


0 
Cm a5 22 py) —— 
* 


een re 


eren 288 
* 


« "3.3 


groes conſumed the refuſe of our fiſlieries. Such 
marked ingratitude, ſuch unfeeling barbarity, 


publicly avowed in the Britiſh Senate, inſtead 
of ſending the author to priſon for ay abuſe of 
ſpeech met with repeated applauſes. And 


what grieves us more, we find, that this very 


man has been appointed, by your Majeſty's mi- 


niſters, to ſuperintend their proviſionment of 
the Army now carrying on the dreadful work 
of Human ſlaughter on the blood · ſtained ** 


of Flanders. 


So many bars having been thrown i in the way | 
to prevent an Abolition of the Slave Trade, by 
thoſe unfeeling barbarians, who unbluſhingly, 


call themſelves Slave Dealers, Weſt India Mer. 


chants and Planters, ſo many obſtacles having 
deen oppoſed. to the reclamations of humani- 
ty in favour of the wretched—we petition our 
Majeſty, in whoſe hands is mercy, to recom- 
mend, or command, the Britiſh Senate immedi- 
atly to aboliſh, in the fulleſt manner, and with- 
out any qualification, Negro Slavery in the 
Weſt India IſlandsWhecauſe it is inſulting to 
Human nature, in an age of reaſon and Philo- 
 ſophy—becaule it tends to open wide the flood 
gates of Patronage Corruption and Dependance, 


inJames and nouriſhes the ſordid paſſion of Ava- 


rice, which is ever ready to feed ambition, to fur- 
niſh theſe firſt means of engaging in ruinous 
bloody and deſtructive Wars by which Courtiers || 
are euriched and Nations beggared—begauſe its 
= Ab. tion will redeem * national honor, too 


* W 


1 
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| 
TE N 
\ long ſullied by i trade of blood—becauſe it | 
| will promote the cauſe of Liberty, which is 
ſtriding apace 1 169 all the r & 709 of the 
L world becauſe it will avenge peacefully ages f 
| wrongs done to our Negro Brethren—beaulſe it 
ö 
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will give to Induſtry its juſt latitude—becauſe 
it will put an end to ones e Cruelty, 
1 Avarice, Havoc, Spoil, Blood —becauſe it will 
i cover a multitude of National Sins, and, in the 
8 


youre Oe 


| Read of National Faſts, which are too frequent- 
ly the dreadful preludes of blood and ſorrow, it 
will be a National Feaſt, grateful to Gop, and 
pleaſing to Man. It will extend the Empire 
of benevolence, the Brotherhood of the Human 
$ Race, 'and immortaliſe your Majeſty's reign, 
ſt por having eſtabliſhed, on their pureſt princi- 
| 
| 


ples, the 9 of Juſtice, and * of Man. 


PH THE. KING. 


AN ADDRE 8 
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III. 1 js 

I WE the 3 peing w warm Friend 
E of Liberty and the Rights of Man, feel 
b0o0iurſelves deeply affected by the Sentences which 
huave lately been paſſed in your Majeſty's Court: 
| of Scotland, upon Citizen's Muir, Falmer, Brir= 7 
1; ing, Margarott and eral. ; | 
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Had theſe men been really guilty of crimer- 
their puniſhment ſhould doubtlets have been pro- 
portionate to their offences: but, ſo far from 
conſidering it as a crime for a man to uſe every 
conſtitutional means in his power to effect a Re- 
form in the Commons houſe of Parliament, we 
think that every man who thus exerts himſelf, 
deſerves well of his country; ſince we are per- 
ſuaded that nothing ſhort of the Accompliſh- 
ment of ſuch a reform, will reſtore Peace and 


Happineſs to our preſent aggrieved and in ured 
Nation. . 


Me truſted alſo, that your Maj eſty e entertain- 

ed the ſame opinion with us of ſuth exalted con- 

duct, frem your Majeſty's having choſen for 

your moſt confidental ſervants in the State, men 
Who had ſingularly diſtinguiſned themſelves by 

their potriotic exertions in tae cauſe of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. 

But the Friends of theſe ſofferers 1 
brought their caſe before Parliament without 
producing the defired effect —the principal of 
theſe very ſervants of your Majeſty having opꝑpoſ- 
ed the meaſure with all his corrupt but irreſtſti- 
ble Influence —ſeeing no other reſource, we ap- 
proach your Majeſty in this Addreſs, to intreat 
your Majeſty to interfere in behalf of theſe 


(whom we deem) innocent men, with that Power 


which the Britiſh Conſtitution has placed in your 
| Majeſty, of pardoning whom your Majeſt 7 
8 privilege which is ſometimes Sraci- 
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ouſly extended even to real and palpable eri- 
minals. 

Let it not be recorded in the hiſtory of this 
country, that King George III. or any of his 
Judges, traniported men for Fourteen Years, 
Os they had dared to ſpeak the ſame words 


upon a ſpeculative ſuhject, which, if they were 


not the immediate means of advancing his Ma- 


jeſty's then Prime Miniſter to his high ſituation, 


cauſed his Election to be remarkably popular: 


Loet it not be ſaid, that men of education, of re. 
fined ſentiments, of the moſt virtuous and be- 


nevolent characters, were ſevered from their 


_ deareſt connections, and plunged into dunge- 


the acknowledged corruptions of Government, ; 
and toexertevery peaceable means in their power 


- So 
N 


ons with thieves and proſtitutes: Let it not be 


| ſaid, that fathers were torn from their wives and 


children, and ſons from their aged parents, be- 
cauſe they had the virtue openly to condemn 


to remove them: Let it not be ſaid, that it was 


as great a crime to ſpeak the TRUTH, as to be 


guilty of yxLouy, < 
But rather, O King let it be recorded that 


George III. had the Wiſdom, the Humanity, 
and the Juſtice, to ſtep in betwixt theſe ſevere and 
cruel ſentences and their Execution. 


Theſe are our Deſfires—theſe are our plain 


ſentiments. We know they are ſuch as your 


Majeſty is unaccuſtomed to hear : but if they 


are- ſupported by Truth and Reaſon, ſuffer not 0 
the homelineſs of our manner to offend your 


„ 
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Bake 


Majeſty, We are plain men, and will not flat- 
tera King. If our wiſhes be attended to, we are 


perſuaded, it will in ſome good degree, huſh the 

murmurs which unreaſonable ſeverity in a Go- 
vernment never fails to excite ; and it may alſo 
avert that S orm, which it is but too evident has 
long been awfully gatFering and which may 


barſt forth in a moment when your Majeſty 


thinks not. 


TO THOMAS WALKER. 


; On his late Trial for a Conſpiracy, at Lancaſter Aſſizes, 


when he was honourably acquitted, and his Accuſer 


commanded to Priſon for Wilful Perjury, 


FVV 
l \ \ TITH hearts charged with ſorrow, ar 
| | boſoms heaving with ſympathy, the Shet- 


"> 
o 


field Conſtitutional Society lately addreſſed their 
fre devoted brethren, Citizens, Muir, Palmer, 


Skirving. Margarott, and Gerald. previous to 


the execution of that' ſevere ſentence, where- 
by they are to be ſevered from their country; 
and their country at once deprived: of five of 


its brighteſt luminaries, its beſt, its braveſt 
- Irionds. „ 


With eqral veneration eſteem and gratitude 
but with far more pleaſing ſentations, we now 


congratulate you upon the Victory which Truth 


| his friends to the confuſion of his foes! - | 


n 


tux ): 


und ,j juſtice 5 in your perſon, have obtained over 
Fallhood and Villainy. | 


The ad of April, 1794, ſhall be a ay immor- 
tal in the Annals of Freedom. We will tell our 
children and poſterity ſhall read with tranſport, 
that on that triumphant day, there was found 


in Britain a Max, againſt whom Perjury rear- 


ed his blaſted front; againſt whom Malice ex- 


| hauſted all his poiſoned quivers; againſt whom | 


_ conſpiring Villainy employed all kis dark aſſa- 
fſlins; againſt whom Envy vomited all her ran- 


cour; againſt whom proſtituted Spies and hired 


Informers preferred their blackeſt accuſations; 
againſt whom jealous Prieſts and petty Magilte- | 
rial Deſpots pointed all their hotteſt artillery 2 


of anethemas; and indictments in vain! His 
Virtue, purificd by ſufferings, confirmed, col- 
lected, ſtrengthened by oppoſition, burſt forth 
inall its native ſplendour, to the aſtoniſhment of 


A 


When we contraſt the characters of your ene 


mies with your own, we ſee how low Humani- 


ty can be debaſed by ingratitude, how high hue 
manity can be exalted by Charity. 


In you the narrow name of Patriot, which! 
impriſens i its influence within the petty limits of 


country expands into theuniverſal Philantliropiſt, 


whoſe generous boſom welcomes, in one frater- 
nal embrace, th Whole FAMILY OF MAN. | 
Patriotiſm is confined to provinces. and ſefti- _ 
ons of land; it is. circumſcribed by rivers, by 


| mauntains, by ſeas, or by occeans. Thilauthro- 10 


| CONES. 
py like the light of Heaven, pours its unbounded 
influence all round the Globe, and ſhines upon 

all the ends oſ the earth. %% Ha 
Heneeforward we renounce the party name, 
and cold, ungenerous ſpirit of Patriots; like you 
we will become Philanthrophiſts; we willno'lon- 
ger be lovers only of our country, but, like you, 
we will be lovers of mankind; and O may your 
example animate the whole maſs of Society, 5 
that we may no longer, becauſe we were born 
on different ſpecks of the ſame earth, be ſavages t 
and barbarians to one another, but, wherever 1 2 


4 


Man meets Man, may a Brother hail a Brother! f : i 

ö ZSigned, by Order of a General Meeting of the 11 
j Friends of Juſtice, of Liberty, and of - Huma I 
nity, in Sheffield, Con | e 


Wu. BROOMHEAD, | 


TY | | 7 
Ae Abril? Secretary to the Conſtitu. 
Gb 794. | tional Society. 5 _— 2 
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SHEFFIELD REGISTER. 


-F H! Mr. Printer, we are all in the dumps : 
FX again. That d——4 bennet rouge will 

triumph in ſpite of our teeth, I fear, And yet 

[all Europe knows that we have done every ching 

in our power to ſuppreſs it. . 

Who could have imagined that a. plot ſo in- 

fernally excellent —ſo extenſively ramified, —ſo 

cConſummately diſpoſed, and fo divinely ripe for 

| execution, would have vaniſhed like a dream, 
and have left us in this deſpicable ſituation ! 
deteſted by one country, deſpiſed by another, 
and ſcarcely pitied by our own. Ah, now yu 

may ſhake your head, indeed! We all ſhake our 
heads, The -— ſhakes his head too. 

Ot that execrable Barbarian, Roberſpiere !. to 
fruſtrate a conſpiracy that would have done ho- 
nour to the gods. But for him, we had aſto- 
niſhed all the world, rendered our names im- 
mortal, and made even the Editor of our 8 
bluſh with joy at the gloriou/ly ſanguinary ſcene, - 
But all is over now. The laſt head of the Hy- 
dra has fallen under that horrible axe of the law _ 
the guillotine ; and I _ not think that all the 


* 


„ 
aſſignats we can forge, or all che caſh. we can 
rails, will ſet another r——ſcheme of butchery 
on foot, that would | ra a moderate proſpect 
of ſucceſs. 


Did we faſt od pray, did Holland faft and 


pray, did Spain faſt and pray, and did the Em- 


peror promiſe to faſt and pray full three whole dayt 
ſacceffively, for ſuch a diſaopointment as this 11 
But that thoſe oracler, the haves aud fiſhes, on e- 
very conſultation, repeatedly ' convince us we 
cannot err, one would readily be half inclined 
to think, that the cauſe of the divine right of 
Church and King over the Swini/h multitude; was 
not io verily the cauſe of the CA ros of us all, as 
our right reverend inſtructor Bithop, P—n had 
taught us to believe. But diſappointment and 
vexation hurry me beyond the pale of political 
_ diſcretion ; and ſhould they ſtill accumulate, I 
dread leaſt in ſome paroxyſm of deſpair, I may 
be betrayed into another crime of inconſiſtency, 
and impiouſſy commit ſymptome of ſympathy _ 
at the preſent diſtreſſed ſtate of your friends, 
the People. 
The King of R. aye, ha King of —, 

Mr. Printer, is ſtill the burthen of my 3 


awake and ſleeping. Thoſe eonfounded Com- 


miſſioners of the National Convention, have 
ſhewn him ſuch millions of cogent reaſons for 
| Withdrawing himſelf from the coronal Coalition, 
_ that we ſhall inevitably loſe him; unleſs they 
providentially have delivered thoſe reaſons 


into Hin poſellion » in ſuch caſe,we may pol. 


— eff 
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ſibly perſuade the tergiverſating M— to 


hery | incloſe them in his coffers ; and, by preſent- 
ſpect | ing to his view new reaſons, full as cogent, bap- 
pily recal him to the royal road of honour and 

and | recown. Should good fortune ſo ordain, the 
Em- | ſublime cauſe of Royalty ſtill may triumph. 
Jays Still may our wondrous Knight, Sir Woeful, 
is !! J ponder o'er his penſion ſo miraculouſly earned, 
ne- | by transforming a whole people to an herd «5f* 
we | Swine! (till may the loaves and fiſhes declare us 
ned f for their favourite protectors, and ſtill may” 
t of | —trample on the ruins of the rabble. 
was. But, on mature reflection, our cafe may not 
, as de fo truly deplorable, as our harraſſed imagi- 
had | nations have hitherto depicted it, even if the 
and | much deprecated event does take place; for 
ical | ſhould Pruſſia poſitively ſecede, he will have 
„ I |] forty or fifty thouſand Macuius for which no 
nay | immediate uſe can occur in his own dommtons: 
cy, | and as the fortunes, as well as lives of loyal 
thy | ſubjects of this country, are pledged to ſupport 
ds, | this moſt feelingly / and neceſſary war, we can 
1 take thoſe Machines into our pay, and, I dare 
—, ſay, on full as reaſonable terms as the Machines 
its, taken in our ſervice from the Electorate of Ha- 
m- nover. And with ſuch a maſs of warlike in⸗ 
re ſtruments at our command gods! what glorious 
for conqueſts might we not atchieve? 9 
on, Let me ſee. Forty thouſand of Pruſſan Eng- 
ey h. Twenty five thouſand Hanoverian Englih, 
4 chirty thouſand of Dutch Engliſb twenty thou- | 
31 
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land of French emigrant Enęliſß. fifteen thou- 


3 618) 
ſand of Heſian and German Engli/h, and ſixty: 
thouſand of John Bulls Engliſh, will make our 
armies one hundred and ninety thouſand ſtrong. 
Heavens ? how the martial furor warms me. 
With a force ſo reaſonably raiſed, and ſo 
eaſily maintained, thoſe deſperate and abandoned : 
aoretchet, the freemen of France, would ſtand 
no chance at al.. | 
Then, Mr. Printer, we ſhould be affured of 
.- Dunkirk, witEout hazarding the loſs of another 
immenſe train of artillery, as we might deluge 
the inhabitants with our own water. Li/e would 
fall, too without a ſhot. Landau but Landau 
will open her gates to Cobourg as ſoon as his 
Highneſs can prevail on the ſurly inhabitants t 
receive him. Calais no, we would not deluge 
Calais, as it would be fo handy a little port to 
diſpatch our packets from, with hourly expreſ- 
{es of our aſtoniſhing and truly windmill an at- 
chievements. e ee 3 
From Calait we would march to Abbeville; 
and on paſſing the proud cliffs of that re- 
bellious coaft, we would fire a Eu de yoye, by 


way of ſalute to our friends on the oppoſite ſide 1 


of the water: at Dover, and that neighbour- 
hood: they, unfortunate devils! would inuff the 
fragrant breeze iſſuing from the perſpirable mat- 
ter pretted from our bodies by the knapſacks 
full of honour with which we ſhould be loaded, 
and blink with envy at the incomprehenſible 
Proſpects of happinets before us. „ 
At Ateville we would halt à day or two that 
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e ) 
ve might ſet our numerous inearcerated friends 
at liberty, and regale their famiſhed ſtomachs 
with the beef and pudding which we ſnould have 
in our — pockets. 
e ee N we ſhould march incontinently 
770. z there we would call a ceuncil of 
War, and conſult whether it would be moſt pru- 
dent to proceed immediately to plunder Paris, 
and roaſt the raſcally Convention; or, firſt 
make a {mall circumbendibus, and poſleſs our- 
ſelves of Breſt: and then make another ſmall 
Circumbendibus and poſſeſs ourſelves of Toulon. 
For, as the old adage ſays, © the ſurtheſt way 
about, is the neareſt road home,” we might poi 
fibly get to Paris full as ſoon by circumparading 
the whole Republic, as by eee to- 
wards the Capital. 
Then, Mr. Printer, for now I am on my ca- 
reer, I'll be ſtopt by no man, but once in my 
F life, enjoy victory in idea at leaſt, Then Mr. 


| (the ruined fortunes of our friends, the traitors 
Marſcilles, we might glide over the mountains 


- -would be tolerably full of fighting, and our 
backs intolerably bruiſed by the continual and 
repeated burthens of honours laid on them by 


ew . 


5 obably be deemed requiine] to return into ws, 7 


F7rinter, after retaking Toulon, and repairing 5 ö = 


.and be at Paris preſently. Butas expedition i is x 5 ; | 
not the moſt profitable mode of making war, for 
ſome people; and, as by that time, our bellies 


the grateſul inhabitants of the country ; it might HA /4 
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